
V
o

l
u

m
e

 
4

 
| 

I
S

S
u

e
 
3

 
| 

m
a

r
c

h
 
2

0
2

1
V

o
l

u
m

e
 
4

 
| 

I
S

S
u

e
 
3

 
| 

m
a

r
c

h
 
2

0
2

1

I n  t h I S  I S S u eI n  t h I S  I S S u e

Loving Your NeighborLoving Your Neighbor

Serving OpportunitiesServing Opportunities



,

from thefrom the
paStor

 Inside this edition of  First Take is information about Jenni Chilton, who is coming in view of  a 
call to be the next Minister to Children and Their Families on March 14th. I will not spoil what lies ahead 
inside this edition of  First Take; however, I will add my own words here. 

 Jenni comes highly recommended to us from a sister church that is like-minded to First Baptist 
Dalton. Each person with whom I spoke about Jenni shared about her love and heart for children, their 
families, and children who are in need in the community. When I spoke to Jenni, and then later when I 
met her, all of  these words rang true. 

 Jenni is thoughtful, caring, passionate, and called to children’s ministry. If  FBCD calls her, I am 
excited to have Jenni loving on and ministering to my boys and your children and grandchildren. I am 
praying for each member as you discern if  Jenni Chilton is called to be our next Children’s Minister. 

 Read on and get to know her. There is much to know and I believe much about which to be 
excited!

On the Journey,

 

Dr. Jonathan Barlow





– Dr. Steve Bezner
Pastor of Houston 
Northwest Church 

(Jenni‘s home church)

– Tiffany Amos
Chair of the Children‘s
 Ministry Committee

– Brandon Kersey
Deacon Chair

jennI 
chIlton
meet

Jenni Chilton is our candidate for Minister to Children 
and Their Families. We invite you to read her story 
and learn more about her through the testimonials of 
others. Please be in prayer for her and for our church 
during this time of discernment and transition.

 Jenni  Chilton grew up in Spring, Texas (just outside Houston) 
with her mom, dad, older brother (Ben), younger sister (Katie), and 
several beloved pets. However, her family roots are in north Alabama 
where all of her extended family still lives (besides her granddad 
who is in Chattanooga). She moved to Waco in 2012 to attend Baylor 
University and pursue a degree in elementary education. Jenni 
answered a call to ministry in 2016 and in May 2020, graduated from 
George W. Truett Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity and 
Baylor’s School of Education with a Master of Education. Jenni has 
served as Minister to Children at Calvary Baptist Church in Waco, 
Texas since January 2019 and loves walking alongside children and 
families as they pursue a deeper walk with Christ. Jenni loves all 
forms of art (painting, drawing, singing, dancing, theater, you name 
it!), a good cup of tea, cuddly animals, and spending time with friends 
and family. Jenni also enjoys connecting with God in nature, through 
prayer, and by learning about other people and cultures. 
 Jenni is excited for the opportunity to walk alongside the 
family of God at First Baptist Church of Dalton and hopes to get to 
know as many of you over a meal, a cup of tea, or a stroll as possible!

 Reflecting on the past year of my life, I can see how God has been directing me to First Baptist Church of Dalton 
in ways both large and small. After graduating from seminary in May 2020, I began to sense that God was calling me to 
move on from Waco, a place I have come to love over the past nine years. After praying about it for a couple of months, 
I still had no idea to where God was calling me. I only had a vague image in my mind of a place with rolling hills, a true 
season of Fall where the trees changed colors, and a sense that I would still work with children—an area that has been a 
life-long passion.
 Soon after this, my friend from Truett seminary, Adam Cogliano, called me to tell me about First Baptist’s open 
position of Minister to Children and Families. He wanted to see if he could give my name to the staff committee for 
consideration as a candidate for the position.
 It could only be described as a work of the Spirit that I was open to and intrigued by the idea rather than terrified 
to leave the place I have always lived. It was becoming clear that God was paving a way. This was both an exhilarating and 
a scary feeling. What was God up to here? In November, I interviewed with the staff committee over Zoom, and it felt like 
chatting with my extended family; everyone was kind, welcoming, and gracious. I continued to pray about how God might 
be leading in this, but it was clear that FBC Dalton was a door God was opening and asking me to at least step towards.
 In January, I came to Dalton for a visit and to meet with staff and committee members and was again welcomed 
with open arms. After two weeks, the staff committee extended a call to me to potentially become First Baptist’s 
Minister to Children and Families. For the next two weeks after that, I entered a discernment period in which I spent 
time in prayer, reading scripture, talking with trusted ministry mentors, friends, and family, and listening for the still, 
small voice of God. I have come to feel a sense of unshakeable peace about moving to Dalton to minister to children 
and families at FBC Dalton and in the community at large. I have great hope about how God is working in Dalton and am 
excited to be part of it if First Baptist chooses to call me.
 As a minister, I am passionate about helping children understand who God is, what it means for Jesus to be 
Lord of their lives, and how to live out their faith in the world. FBC Dalton seems like a place committed to these same 
goals and beliefs. God has already given me a deep love for the community of First Baptist and for the children of this 
community; I think that we have a lot to learn from each other. To me, First Baptist seems like a place for fellowship and 
communion, for journeying alongside one another in our faith walks, and for being the hands and feet of Christ. In short, 
FBC Dalton is a place where I would be honored to serve and where I believe my gifts would benefit the congregation. 
I am praying Colossians 3:15-17 over the people of God at FBC Dalton and know that the peace of God will dwell in this 
place even amidst the transitions of this season.

WordS from jennIWordS from jennI



“Jenni Chilton is one of 
the finest ministers I 

know. She cares deeply 
for all God’s children 

and for them to know 
and experience the 

depth of God’s love for 
them…Jenni pays close 
attention to details and 
administration, which 

parents and volunteers 
certainly appreciate. And, 

she has a deep love for 
the local community and 
a desire to connect with 
and minister to children 

and families outside 
the walls of the church. 
Jenni Chilton is creative, 
intuitive, hard-working, 

and compassionate, 
and her ministry will 

be a gift to your entire 
congregation.“ 

“The Staff Committee [feels] 
strongly that Jenni [is] a person 
with a passion for children, for 

sharing the Gospel and that she 
will perform these with a ‘servant‘s 

heart.‘  She has shown through 
her experience the capacity for 
effective communication and 

organizational skills.  Along with 
her many other talents these 

should help her build successful 
relationships with children, parents, 

and our congregation.“ 

“[Jenni‘s] kind demeanor, 
organizational skills, 

passion for children, and 
joyful energy [are] truly 

impressive.  She also 
holds a master’s degree 

in education and will 
undoubtedly use these 
skills to be an excellent 
guide to our children in 

their faith journeys.  I am 
beyond excited that God 

orchestrated her transition 
to our church family and 
cannot wait to see what 
the next chapter of our 

Children’s Ministry holds.“

 

“I am thrilled that Jenni 
Chilton feels led to First 

Baptist Dalton.  I feel 
like she will be a great 

fit for our church.  Jenni 
understands that this 
role is not just about 

ministering to children, but 
developing relationships 
with whole families as 

well.“

“For many months my prayers 
have included a request that 

God would call a talented 
minister passionate about 

the spiritual development of 
children and their families to 
FBCD. In Jenni, I think God has 

done just that. I am excited 
to see her thoughtful and 

intentional work produce fruit in 
this place.“ 

 “Jenni is a pure delight. 
She loves Jesus with all 

of her heart, and that 
love pours over into the 

way she cares for others. 
She serves selflessly and 
points others towards the 
kindness and grace of our 
Lord. You’re going to love 

her!“

Jenni’sJenni’s
call Weekendcall Weekend

SATURDAY, MARCH 13SATURDAY, MARCH 13
2:00-3:00 P.M.

Come-and-Go Meet-and-Greet with 
Children‘s Ministry Volunteers in the Parlor

SUNDAY, MARCH 14SUNDAY, MARCH 14
9:00-9:30 A.M. 

Meet-and-Greet with Children and Parents
 in the Fellowship Hall

9:30-10:15 A.M. 
Q&A Session with Parents in the Fellowship Hall

10:30-11:30 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship 

– Rev. Mary Alice Birdwhistell, 
Pastor of Highland Baptist Church 

in Louisville, Kentucky, 
and Former Pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church in Waco, Texas

– Charlie Bethel
Member of the Staff 

Committee

– Chip Sellers
Chair of the Staff Committee 

– Dr. Steve Bezner
Pastor of Houston 
Northwest Church 

(Jenni‘s home church)

– Tiffany Amos
Chair of the Children‘s
 Ministry Committee

– Brandon Kersey
Deacon Chair

The Church will vote during our 10:30 A.M. The Church will vote during our 10:30 A.M. 
worship service on March 14 to extend a call worship service on March 14 to extend a call 

to Jenni Chilton to serve as Minister to Children to Jenni Chilton to serve as Minister to Children 
and Their Families at First Baptist Church.and Their Families at First Baptist Church.



march opportunites

 Greater WorkS dInner Greater WorkS dInner
  March 15, 5:00 pm.  March 15, 5:00 pm.

Beechland communIty cookout Beechland communIty cookout 
& eaSter eGG hunt& eaSter eGG hunt  
March 20, 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.March 20, 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

  • Donate candy-filled Easter Eggs by March 17th to the church• Donate candy-filled Easter Eggs by March 17th to the church
 • Volunteer to help cook and serve lunch • Volunteer to help cook and serve lunch
 • Help with the children’s events and Easter Egg Hunt  • Help with the children’s events and Easter Egg Hunt 
 • Assist with setup and preparation on Friday, March 19th • Assist with setup and preparation on Friday, March 19th

Our year-long focus on Love Your Neighbor is off to a great start! Thank you for all the ways you Our year-long focus on Love Your Neighbor is off to a great start! Thank you for all the ways you 
were able to show love to our educators and school support staff during the month of February. As we were able to show love to our educators and school support staff during the month of February. As we 
continue this journey together, please continue to find ways to be the hands and feet of Christ.continue this journey together, please continue to find ways to be the hands and feet of Christ.

Our Love Your Neighbor emphasis for March is the Dalton Housing Authority community at Beechland.  Our Love Your Neighbor emphasis for March is the Dalton Housing Authority community at Beechland.  
Beechland is one of our Community of Hope neighborhoods that is at high risk for child neglect and Beechland is one of our Community of Hope neighborhoods that is at high risk for child neglect and 
abuse. Please be in prayer for ways you can love these neighbors.abuse. Please be in prayer for ways you can love these neighbors.

We have planned a cookout and Easter Egg hunt at Beechland for Saturday, March 20, 11:00 A.M. We have planned a cookout and Easter Egg hunt at Beechland for Saturday, March 20, 11:00 A.M. 
– 1:00 P.M. We need volunteers to cook and serve lunch and help with the children’s egg hunt. To – 1:00 P.M. We need volunteers to cook and serve lunch and help with the children’s egg hunt. To 
volunteer, please contact Suzanne or sign up through our website.volunteer, please contact Suzanne or sign up through our website.

Love your neighbor, for in so 
doing you are following the 

footsteps of Christ.

hoW you can help WIth the BeechlandhoW you can help WIth the Beechland
cookout and eaSter eGG hunt:cookout and eaSter eGG hunt:

Saturday SnackSSaturday SnackS  
Contact Pamela McClure for information on packing days.Contact Pamela McClure for information on packing days.

Love your Neighbor 

Love you
r N

eighbor 
Love you

r N
eighbor 
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