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From the Associate From the Associate 
paStor

 I am a cinephile.  I enjoy going to the movies and watching them on television. Movies bring great enjoyment to me and 
allow me to escape the realities of  this world for a moment.  Sometimes movies bring me into a world where ghosts and zombies 
roam the land.  Other times I am moved to stories of  historic bravery.  Sometimes I am swept up in a musical where characters 
randomly break out into song and dance and no one seems to notice.  At other times, I am taken into a world of  make-believe and 
pure imagination.  
 Isn’t it nice to escape this world sometimes?  Isn’t it nice to have a moment where you read a book, get lost in a song, or 
watch a movie and the cares of  this world seem light?  For just a moment anything is possible.  One movie I enjoy is Disney’s 
live-action Cinderella.  The best part of  the movie (to me, at least) is when Cinderella first encounters the Prince.  
 The Prince is stag hunting when he comes across Cinderella.  They meet and there is attraction at first sight, but she does 
not realize he is the Prince.  She tells him that he should be ashamed for hunting the stag, but the Prince responds by saying that 
this is the way things have always been done.  “Just because it’s what’s done doesn’t mean it’s what should be done,” Cinderella 
replies.  And in this moment, we are invited to imagine a new world too.  
 This month our theme is “RE:Imagine” and this is something we can all do.  We can reimagine this world from how it 
is, to how it ought to be.  I like watching movies because they allow me to temporarily escape from the world’s brokenness.  But 
truthfully as a follower of  Christ, I should be able to see how this world ought to be and then go help create it.  God calls us to be 
stewards with our time, talents, and resources.  I think part of  this responsibility is to see how the Kingdom of  Heaven is breaking 
into this world and to do our part to see it grow.  
 Maybe I spend too much time watching movies trying to escape the realities of  this world when what God really wants is 
for me to face them.  Maybe I should spend more time this month reimagining how this world ought to be and less time fleeing 
from it.  Maybe you and I can spend more time doing the work of  redemption together. 

Justin Safley
Associate Pastor

Welcome
new membernew member

Jonathan Pinto became a member of  Jonathan Pinto became a member of  
First Baptist Dalton on Sunday morning, First Baptist Dalton on Sunday morning, 

August 29. Jonathan joined after being August 29. Jonathan joined after being 
called to serve as First Baptist’s Minister called to serve as First Baptist’s Minister 
of  Senior Adults and Pianist on August of  Senior Adults and Pianist on August 
8th. He comes with a transfer of  letter 8th. He comes with a transfer of  letter 

from DaySpring Baptist Church in from DaySpring Baptist Church in 
Waco, Texas. If  you haven’t already, we Waco, Texas. If  you haven’t already, we 

encourage you to welcome him to this encourage you to welcome him to this 
family of  faith, as we all celebrate his family of  faith, as we all celebrate his 
joining the fellowship of  First Baptist!joining the fellowship of  First Baptist!

JonathanPinto



,

Mark your Mark your 
calendar!calendar!

Staff Spotlight
lynn murphylynn murphyeach month, we are recognIzIng a Staff member each month, we are recognIzIng a Staff member 

whoSe SerVIce to fIrSt baptISt Dalton DoeS not whoSe SerVIce to fIrSt baptISt Dalton DoeS not 

go unnotIceD. thIS month, we want to IntroDuce go unnotIceD. thIS month, we want to IntroDuce 

you to lynn murphy, our church organISt!you to lynn murphy, our church organISt!

Lynn just recently began working at First Baptist, beginning his service in July 2021.  Most Lynn just recently began working at First Baptist, beginning his service in July 2021.  Most 
visibly, he plays the organ in our Sunday morning worship services, but his work does not visibly, he plays the organ in our Sunday morning worship services, but his work does not 
stop there. He also accompanies our Men's Ensemble and our New Horizons Choir, aids in stop there. He also accompanies our Men's Ensemble and our New Horizons Choir, aids in 
the worship planning process, and participates in other musical activities, as well. For a large the worship planning process, and participates in other musical activities, as well. For a large 
portion of  his life, in addition to playing at churches, he has served in the school system as a portion of  his life, in addition to playing at churches, he has served in the school system as a 
teacher and administrator, while also serving as a professor in education at Dalton State.teacher and administrator, while also serving as a professor in education at Dalton State.

His wife, Betty, has begun singing in our New Horizons choir, and they celebrated His wife, Betty, has begun singing in our New Horizons choir, and they celebrated 
51 years of  marriage just over a month ago, on August 15.  Betty is a retired teacher 51 years of  marriage just over a month ago, on August 15.  Betty is a retired teacher 
for Murray County Schools.  Together they have two daughters, Andrea Adams and for Murray County Schools.  Together they have two daughters, Andrea Adams and 
Julie Scoggins, both of  whom are happily married with children.Julie Scoggins, both of  whom are happily married with children.

In his free time, Lynn enjoys reading John Grisham novels and Robert Whitlow’s In his free time, Lynn enjoys reading John Grisham novels and Robert Whitlow’s 
Christian novels.  He enjoys traveling to foreign countries and eating the local Christian novels.  He enjoys traveling to foreign countries and eating the local 
cuisine.  His favorite food is seafood, and he listens to all types of  music except hard cuisine.  His favorite food is seafood, and he listens to all types of  music except hard 
rock, rap, and extreme country music.  He enjoys playing the classics, particularly rock, rap, and extreme country music.  He enjoys playing the classics, particularly 
the Christian music of  the 70s, 80s, and 90s.  He loves visiting and listening to the the Christian music of  the 70s, 80s, and 90s.  He loves visiting and listening to the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir in Brooklyn, NYC. He also likes to share the story of  Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir in Brooklyn, NYC. He also likes to share the story of  
how he tutored a young Anthony Burger on the piano for a few months.  Anthony how he tutored a young Anthony Burger on the piano for a few months.  Anthony 
later became the pianist for Bill Gaither.later became the pianist for Bill Gaither.

Thank you, Lynn,  for all you Thank you, Lynn,  for all you 
do for our church family!do for our church family!









 In two recent editions of  First Take, you had the opportunity to read about the origin and the history of  the 
First Foundation and examples of  why giving to the First Foundation is so beneficial to our Church’s mission and a 
blessing to you and your family.  This month we want to address some “frequently asked questions” in regard to the 
First Foundation.  It is our hope that this will further assist you in considering gifts to the First Foundation.  To make 
such gifts you may contact me, Bryan McAllister, Justin Safley, or the Church Financial Office.
               -----Chip Sellers, Chairperson of  the First Foundation

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions
Who can make a donation to the First Foundation?
Anyone can make a donation to the First Foundation; however, the First Foundation is established especially as a means for Anyone can make a donation to the First Foundation; however, the First Foundation is established especially as a means for 
Church members to support the missions and ministries of  First Baptist Church Dalton.Church members to support the missions and ministries of  First Baptist Church Dalton.

What are the benefits of  making a donation to the First Foundation?
Quite literally the benefits of  making a donation to the Foundation are eternal!  Every gift to the First Foundation is considered 
to be an endowed gift.  Endowed gifts have an eternal quality meaning that only the earnings from your gift will be used in the 
First Foundation’s efforts.  Thus, your gift will bear fruit for generations to come.  Your gift also ensures that the excellence in 
ministry at First Baptist Church Dalton will continue both now and in the future.  There are also specific tax advantages that 
are associated with making current and deferred gifts.

Should a donation to the First Foundation be in addition to my current budget offering?
Yes, your donation to the First Foundation should be in addition to your regular tithes and offerings.

May I designate how the income from my gift is to be used?
Yes, you may designate how your gift is to be used in line with the specific funds that have been established within the First 
Foundation.  Four fund areas are now offered:  Missions and Benevolence, Capital and Facility needs, Education, and 
Undesignated (non-specified contributions).

How are the investment decisions of  the First Foundation made?
The First Foundation is governed by a Board of  Trustees who are elected annually by the Church.  The 
Trustees of  the First Foundation make all decisions related to First Foundation monies, investments, 
and allocations.  The Trustees believe that the investment decisions should emphasize the safety and 
preservation of  the invested funds as a first priority and then attempt to maximize the investment 
return available with the least amount of  overall relative risk.  Historically, the First Foundation has 
maintained an Investment Committee, made up of  individuals that are experienced in this realm.  This 
committee makes investment recommendations to the full Board of  Trustees.

When is the earned income of  the Foundation allocated?
The First Foundation’s Trustees preserve and strive to grow the principal value held by the First 
Foundation.  The Trustees make annual distributions (grants) from a portion of  the earnings of  the 
endowment funds.

What is the procedure for making a gift to the First Foundation?
Contact the Associate Pastor at the Church office for a preliminary discussion in regard to your gift 
and how you would choose for it to be used.  Gifts can also be made directly to the First Foundation at 
the listed address.  A list of  tax and estate planning professionals is available if  you do not already have 
someone working with you in those areas.




