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 As I listened to the waves crash against the shore on vacation earlier this summer, I realized something: I love the beach! 
This wasn’t always the case. I used to hate it. I don’t think I ever hated the ocean, but the sand on the beach was awful! I remember 
being a sulky teenager who spent hours at the tennis court hitting against the wall instead of  enjoying the beach. I could have 
practiced tennis at home, but I waited until vacation just so I didn’t have to get all hot and sweaty. 
 Times change. Opinions change. People change. I am one of  those people. I now have an appreciation of  the beach, even 
of  the sand in my toes. It took quite a long time for my appreciation of  the beach to happen. It took many trips. It took people 
talking to me about their experiences and appreciation of  the beach. In the end, I had to change my perspective before my opinion 
of  the beach changed. 
 Do you have a perception that needs changing? It could be something as simple as a food you don’t think you like or 
something as personal as the way you feel about another person. What would it take for that perception to change? Do you need to 
try the food again? Do you need to hear about how others feel about the dish or how they prepare it? Do you simply need to give 
it a second chance? 
	 It	is	harder	with	people.	Those	perceptions	we	have	about	a	person	or	a	group	of 	people	can	be	difficult	to	change.	As	
followers of  Jesus, we are called to be the ones who look for God in broken people. We are the ones called to share God’s goodness 
with	the	world.	We	are	the	ones	who	must	be	willing	to	hold	our	convictions	firmly,	but	change	our	opinions	when	God	is	nudging	
us in a more loving and Christlike way. What is it going to take for your opinions of  a person or a people group to change? Be 
praying that it will happen—that God will bring a new perspective into your mind and into your heart so you will be able to love, 
care, and appreciate all of  God’s children.

On the Journey,

 

Dr. Jonathan Barlow
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Well done, good and 
faithful servant!

Thank you for your gift of time, talent and resources given so generously during the 
trip. The gift of community that we experienced and shared will long be remembered. 

The week began with only a foundation for Blue Mountain Church and ended with a 
two-story structure framed in!  One can never know what kind of foundation all of 

you, by your work on this mission trip will lay for others. Our faith can be spread by 
the work and witness of others. The Dean family and Blairsville community will reap 

the rewards of your labor for years to come. Thank you!Thank you!

A leTTeR To The BlAIRSVIlle mISSIoN TeAm




